
Comic Life 
 

Easily create documents that look like comics 
Start with a page template 

Add images 
Add balloons 

You have a comic! 
 

• Setting Page format & Style 
o Choose “Page Format…” under “file” on the menu bar 
o Next to “Page Size” choose the style of page you are going to create 
o It is best to choose your page format before you begin creating your 

comic 
o Choose background color by selecting the details pane and choosing 

your color from the “Style Attributes” 
 

• Choosing a Page Template & working with Panels 
o Drag & drop a template from Libraries Pane onto your page 
o Dragging a new template to a page that already has a Template will 

create a new page. 
o Add additional panels to a page by dragging the icon from “Drag a 

panel” to your page. 
o Adjust panel shapes using “Panel attributes” in the details pane. 

 
• Adding Images 

o Drag & drop images onto a panel from your iPhoto library, any folder 
on your computer or on a server or by capturing an image using a 
built-in or attached camera. 

o To add a second image to a panel hold down the Apple key when 
dropping the image onto the panel and the second image will be added. 

o Use the Bring Forward/Move Backward Arrange menu items to adjust 
the order in which the images are displayed. 

o Free Artwork for comic life 
 Mac: http://plasq.com/pics/comiclife/artwork/Holle-cartoons-

pdf.zip 
 Win: http://plasq.com/pics/comiclife/artwork/Holle-cartoons-

png.zip 
 

• Lettering, Balloons & Captions  
o Balloons 

 Sizing – use the green handles 
 Moving the tail – grab the blue handle 
 Extending additional balloons – click on the balloon you want to 

extend and drag the “extend” balloon to it. 
o Captions 

 Changing Fonts 
• Select the "Details" pane, then select "Choose" at the 

bottom to change your font and/or font size 
 Changing Styles 

• Select the "Details" pane, then select "Style Attributes” to 
change the style of your caption 

o Lettering (titles) 
 Changing Attributes 

• Select the "Details" pane, then select "Lettering Attributes" 
to change the vertical and horizontal spread or 
skew/stagger of your lettering 

 Changing Styles 
• Select the "Details" pane, then select "Style Attributes" to 

change the style of your lettering 
 Changing Fonts 

• Select the "Details" pane, then select "Choose" at the 
bottom to change your font and/or font size 



 
• The little things 

o Green squares vs. blue dots 
 Green squares allow you to size items 
 Blue dots change the shape of items. 

o Customizing the Toolbar 
 To customize the toolbar, go to “view” to “Customize toolbar” 
 Drag items you want in your toolbar to the toolbar. To remove 

an item, drag it from the toolbar. 
 “Lock” in the Details pane locks items so that they cannot be 

changed or moved. 
o Changing page order 

 In the page organizer on the left you can change the order of 
your pages by dragging the page to reorder the pages 

o Saving & exporting your file 
 You can save your file as a comic life document or export it to 

another format 
 Export to HTML 

• Exporting to HTML creates a folder of items for the web 
• Upload the entire folder to a web server to view your 

comic 
 Export to quicktime 

• If you have multiple pages you can create a quicktime movie 
of your comic 

 Export to PDF 
• You can export your comic to a PDF file 

 Export to iPhoto 
• This sends your comic to iPhoto as a single image 

 Email comic 
• This creates an EMAIL USING YOUR EMAIL SOFTWARE WITH 

YOUR COMIC IN A SMALLER SIZE FIT FOR EMAIL  
 EXPORT TO IMAGE 

• THIS CREATES AN IMAGE OF YOUR COMIC 
 

• Ideas for Using comic life in the classroom 
o Comic Life meets curriculum – this web site has templates for teachers 

to use with their students as well as links for other resources: 
http://www.countrymeadows.district96.k12.il.us/Comic_Life_site/CLinde
x.html 

o Vocabulary words 
 Define words with visuals 
 Create stories using vocabulary words 

o Storytelling 
 Make up a story 
 Write about a book you read 

• http://homepage.mac.com/adam_bezark/comiclife/ 
 

o Storyboarding 
o Biographies 
o Science topics 

 Solar system 
 Water cycle 

o Field Trip review 
o Read-Write-Think (International Reading Association) has an online 

Comic Creator. Their lesson suggestions would work well with Comic 
Life. 
http://www.readwritethink.org/student_mat/student_material.asp?id=
21 

o Timelines – sequence of events 
   

 
 
 
 



• Samples 
o Conifers 

 http://escrapbooking.com/projects/scrapcomic/conifers/Launche
r.html 

o The life of Laura Wilson 
 http://escrapbooking.com/projects/scrapcomic/laura/Launcher.h

tml 
o Powhaten village 1607 

 http://escrapbooking.com/projects/scrapcomic/village/Launcher.
html 

 
• Fonts 

o Fonts marked with a red dot are Pro Fonts, fonts with no dot are Free 
Fonts, and fonts with a blue dot are Limited Editions. 
http://blambot.com/fonts.shtml 

o Dafont.com – free fonts http://www.dafont.com/ 
o Scrapvillage – free fonts http://www.scrapvillage.com/fonts.htm 
o 1001 Free fonts - http://www.1001freefonts.com/fonts/afonts.htm 
o Urban fonts – free fonts http://www.urbanfonts.com/ 
o Absolute fonts archive – free fonts 

http://www.grsites.com/archive/fonts/ 
o Scrapnfonts – some free, some paid fonts 

http://www.scrapnfonts.com/ 
o Teaching delights – Cd’s containing fonts & graphic alphabets for 

teachers at minimal cost ($7 per cd) 
http://www.letteringdelights.com/searchprod.php?prodline=TeachingDe
lights 

 
 


